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Station in which I ſerved, on the late 
Expedition to the Coaſt of France, I lit- 
tle thought it would be in the. Power of 
the. moſt inveterate Mg 87 Fi ay ye Part 
of i its i aa Sue ane Rand 
myſelf decelv "To ae Notice o 


the anonymous. P ners 11 8 5 
dla be. 


this Occaſion, wou endleſs; 


moſt all agree in the lame alſe Nerafation, 
But there are two Pieces which ſeem to be 
principally. en by the Public; 5 and 
to theſe, as ar a8 t 770 Rave, made me a 
Party, I will: ive oy Anſwer... 'For 1 muſt 


own I am not fo inſe nſible to. honeſt Fame, 


as to be prock. againſt the; venom of a ma- 
lignant heart; and if 1 vindicate my con- 
? duct, by a deduckion of tacks which are 


undeniable, © without callin in queſtiqn 


the Conduct of Other Pears it can gliye 
no a Offence. © . 


A 2 In 
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« The Expedition againſt Rochefort fully 
« ſtated, &c. by a Country Gentleman,” 
the writer introduces his accuſation againſt 
Me, by quoting at length the firſt article 
of the Repprt ol the Board of Enqui Y- 
When thiscis retited, T Hall firſt give 

| eee. * and objections, and ti 


my anfuer io hen; 
Mm FR (13 1 * £ ite , 400 95 
nyc | 


* * * . 1 8 
„ 1 8 8 YL 1-177 ni NOPE , A 


=314 2 8 1 10 4862) 4. 1 noi. 4 
10 12 y | 
ET. WT. haps, that" ge ca e of the 
= Brac "of ot 10% Ty 1 9 at- 

Hacling F 70 Fo 24 'at the ſame 
15 55 255 7 1 Nag tracked by Land, 
* a, Dread 5 ; 'e > felt de) 8253. which cer- 
1 e maſt ave been of. the | greateſt 2 
'ﬆ tility tawards barryin Hour 11% 0 * 
40 Taffruction into execution, It was at 
2 reſolved. by Sir Edward Hawke, 
cc (Thierry, the Pilot 0 the, Magnanime, 
4. having der bike en the Jafe conduct of a 
40 Nip to Fort Fe ouras for that purpoſe but 
Ki After ufd laid afide,” upon the repre- 

& ſentation of. V 4 Knowles, that 
« he Barfleur, the ſhip? eien gned for that 
e ſervice, was on ground, at the diſtance 


cc "IP 4 or 5 miles 188 the Shape. But as 
( neither 


| [5] 
1 1 neither Sir Edward Hawke nor the Pi- 

| «" [of could attend to give any information 
& upon that head, we cannot preſume to 
« offer a'cert ain opinion thereupon, - - 
AA ann | 


| - This is the firſt article of the Report. 
I am ready to allow, that, as far as 
this Article goes, the Commanders of the 
Land Forces are acquitted; but if you will 
argue farther,” that All the Commanders 
who were to comluct the "Expedition were 
in no fault, eſpecially if you inſiſt as you do, 
that it appears plain, that Fouras was in- 
acceſſible by Sea, notwith/tanding the Pilot 
Thierry's promiſe, -whith it ſhould feemr he 
could not male good, I totally deny your con- 
cluſion. Abohild in argument muſt ſee the 
fallacy of it. If the Fatt was clear, that 
Foiiras vu inacceſſible ta ſhipping, ' how 
ehe it to'paſe, that the not attacking it by 
Sea, i 'piven'as a'cauſe of the Failure of 
the Pxpellition'? © No poſitive opinion, you 
V wa given upon it. Vi was it not, 
where was the neceſſity ef leaving this 
point open for farther inquiry, after the re- 
turn of Sir Edward Hawke and the Pilot, 
if it already appeared a meaſure impracti- 
cuble? But impracticable is the word, and 
every thing from beginning to end is to be 
pronounced Impracticable. I ſay, that it 
= appears 


T4] 
appears to be far from certain, that Fort 
Fouras was inacceſſible to ſhippmg, and yet 
the Board of Officers did right to give no 0- 
pinion, becauſe Sir Edward Hawke and 
Thierry, Parties principally concerned, had 
not been heard. I will enter farther into 
the conſideration. of this matter, for Pw 
nd 107 may ve drawn ous. it. | 


I ſhall nor enter into the. reaſoning of 
the General Officers who. compoſed the 
Board of Enquiry, for giving or not giving 
the Opinion that they did, as I think that 

opitiion, had it been determinate, was 
—.— binding upon the Public, or me; 
it being more than ꝓrobab i three other 
Generals had ſat on the Enquiry, they 

might have given a different opinion; nay, 
that thoſe very generals who did compoſe 
that Board, . have given different 
opinion thetaſclves from What they dig, 
had the whole Proceedings of the 8 
dition been opened to them, or even th 
facts which 8 at we Court-martia 
N akterwands. e t 8 wude, 


RB 
Wen 


1 o 1 from the evidence of Vice 
« Admir Knowles, that the whole affair 
« of this attack upon Fouras was delega- 
te ted by Sir Edward Hawke to his Inſpec- 
ee tion, and that Sir Edward had proceed- 
« ed ſo far. in, the execution of the plan, 
« as to dire hes ſecretary to begin an order 
« to lighten the Barfleur for that purpoſe. 
te But this was laid aſide upon the remon- 
e ftrances of Captain Graves, and Vice 
« Admiral kat op that the Barfleur was 
4% aground, at between four and pve miles 
«. from the we; that then Sir Edward 
« ordered. him to try to oa oarty the Bomb- 
cc hetches in, b b he did; and run then 
4 ag. round at more than A miles and = 
40 * Fort Fouras, where they were lie- 
£ to have been taken by row-boats : that 
2 he rum the Coventry P rigate aground, 
« five times within the hour, at a greater 
cc diſtance from the jh ru tt — the Bomb- 
&« ketch. That then (am not till 
te then) he. ſent bis 4 be. o ſound, aud 
Ra L at two miles. diſtance from 
the fort, there "was but ſin fret water at 
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18 
high water *, All theſe notable exploits 
ce ere performed by Vice Admiral 
« Knowles, the ſame who it is ſaid ad- 
« viſed Sir Edward Hawke not even 3 en- 
<. ter the road of Baſque, left he ſhould be 
« bombarded; the ſame one has formerly 


et heard and read of in Courts Martial; 


« the ſame who on a late Parliamentary en- 
« quiry had the happineſ# to boaſt fuch pe- 
« culiar protection and countenance from you, 
« Sir the ſame who, as T have heard, de- 


1 tained the zuadron two days in fight of 


ce the Frenc py becauſe he had ſent 
te away the pilot deſtined to conduct it upon 


A chace after a French ſhip. But I will 
ce 507 recapitulate his virtue or his merit. 


'« It was upon the remo nſtrunce of this 


* Vice Admiral, "whoſe tation in command 
s entitled him to at leaſt ſo much confidence 


from his e Officer,” that the Fools: 


= 1 Eau bieh. 45 4. lla ie in the Bay of 
Biſcay when the water at the mouth of the river 


Charent is but fox you af bigh water 4 


No one acquainted. with 8 would aſk 
this queſtion : becauſe below . Briſtol the tide riſes 
near forty feet, and yet above Briſtol in many places 
there may be not above fix feet water, and fo at 
Yarmouth without and within the ſands; and in ma- 
ny other places there is great difference i in the riſe of 
the tides. 
& tion 


3 


1 


[ 0.1 


« tion to attack Fouras by ſea was laid a- 


"2d ſide. Now then let me relate to you 


« the reaſons which induce me to believe, 
ce that notwithſtanding this report of Vice 
c Admiral Knowles, Fort Fouras was 


« acceſſible by ſea, though the Vice'Admi- 


<« ral had not the good fortune to find out 


« the Channel. | 


« The firſt part of the charge againſt 
« me is, That the whole affair of attack- 
« ing Fouras was delegated by Sir E. 
« Hawke to my inſpection. Let us now 
te ſee Sir E. Hawke's manner of relating 
te that Story upon oath before the Court 


«« Martial, (p. 82, 3.) Being aſk'd whe- 
« ther at any and at what time a propoſal 


« was made to him to lay a Ship to batter 
« Fouras ? he anſwered in the affirmative, 
« and faid on the 24th of September, that 
« he approved of the propoſal, and the 
« pilot of the Magnanime was examined 
tt as to the ſtrength of the place and the 
« depth of water near it: Elated with 
« the ſucceſs of the 23d, and fond of the 
« Magnamine, he ſaid at firſt before Cap- 
« tain Mordaunt he would carry her in 
tc and deſtroy the Fort. The deponent 
te had attentively conſidered the ſhore, 
ee and was ſenſible the Magnanime, which 

Ny & drew 


cc 


cc 
c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 
(c 
ce 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 


[ 10 J 
drew more water than ſome of our 
three- deck'd Ships, could not be brought 
near enough to batter the Fort, he gave 


the Pilot's Gaſconade time to ſubſide, 


and then afked him if he could carry a 
ſixty gun Ship in againſt it? He anſwer- 
ed, her metal was not weighty enough, 
as there were 24. pounders in the Fort. 
He then propoſed to him to lighten the 
Barfleur two feet (this ſecond converſa- 
tion was upon the quarter deck, by the 
intervention of a man well verſed in 
ſuch French as thoſe ſort of people 
ſpeak.) The Pilot ſeemed ſomething ſa- 
tified with this, and in conſequence 
the deponent prepared an order to Vice 
Admiral Knowles to lighten the Bar- 
eur, and in the mean time gave him a 
verbal order, who immediately went 
away to give the neceſſary directions, 


and to enquire into the praCticability of 


the attempt. The pilot now recolle&ed 
himſelf, and declared that even thus 
lighten'd the Barflewur could not be car- 
ried near enough; that when ſhe could 
come neareſt at the top of high water, 
on the Ebb ſhe muſt ſiok-at leaſt fix feet 
in the mud, if not more, from which 


he could not anfwer whether ſhe would 


riſe, Upon trial afterwards the pilot 
« could 


(TJ 


” 
l 
* 


11 
ce could not carry a Bomb-ketch within 
c. random ſhot of the Fort, as Mr. Knowles 
« informed him, in whom, as being the 
« ſecond Sea Officer in command, he 
ee apprehends he might confide for that 
© information, 5 


te J ſhall now have recourſe to the tel. 
ce timony I gave both at the Enquiry and 
te the Court Martial. Firſt at the Enqui- 
« ry, (p. 41, 2.) Vice Admiral Knowles 
« being aſked by the board, whether he 
« knew of any propoſal being made for 
« attacking Fort Fouras by Sea at any 
« council of war or meeting? anſwered, 
ce he could not particularly charge his me- 


ec mory, but knows very well Sir Edward 


« Hawke aſked his opinion about it, and 
ce {aid that the pilot had told him that a 
te ſhip could go within a ſmall diſtance to 
ce batter it; and dir Edward directed his 
te ſecretary to begin an order for the Bar- 
« fleur's being lightened for that ſervice, 
« the Barfleur draw ing near two feet leſs 
c water than the Magnanime. When he 
ie returned on board his own ſhip, he ſent 
« for Captain Graves, who commanded 
« the Barfleur, to acquaint him with the 


I orders Sir Edward Hawke had given 


« Him; Captain Graves anſwered that 
BHS 1 "2 « the 


= 


5 4 
* 
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« the ſhip was agromd where ſhe lay, 
de and he might look at her, for the water 
« had ebb'd away a foot from her, and 
« ſhe then lay between four and five 
*« miles from the ſhore (meaning the ſhore 
« of Fort Fouras.) He acquainted Sir 
Edward Hawke with this, who * 
60 preſſed the order.“ 


A 


La) 


Let us now ſee my depoſition concern- 
ing this matter given at the Court Martial, 
where I was going to refer to the minutes 
I had in my pocket, of the Teſtimony I 
before had given the board of Enquiry, 
but was defired to relate it without (p- 
75. Court martial. ) 


ce Some of the Witneſſes having men- 
« tioned Vice Admiral Knowles as being 
te preſent when a diſcourſe was had by 


« Sir Edward Hawke, touching an at- 


« tack intended to be made on Fouras by 
c ſea, he was deſired to inform the Court 
& what he knew concerning that intenti- 
« on, or the practicability of ſuch an 
c attack, the Vice Admiral then depoſed 
« in anſwer to the queſtion ; that after the 
c ſurrender of the Iſie of Air, Sir Ed- 
« ward Hawke told him the pilot of the 
60 * had offered to carry her in to 

ce batter 


— 


Pte 


- 


[23 ] | 
« batter Fort Fouras, he does not recol- 
« lect at what diſtance ; the deponent ob- 
« jected to the Magnanime, as ſhe drew 
« at leaſt a foot more water than the Bar- 
« fleur, and propoſed that ſhip inſtead of 
cc her; as being of-- greater force as well 
« as an old ſhip; and her loſs therefore 
« immaterial. Si Edward Hawke di- 
« rected the deponent to have the Barfleur 
e lightened immediately for that purpoſe. 
„When he returned on board his own 
ce ſhip ; he ſent for Captain Graves, and 
« told him Sir Edward's intention'z” the 
cc captain replied, his ſhip was aground 
r where ſhe then lay, being, to the beſt 
ce of his judgment, more than five mi les 
«diſtant from the Fort. He has ſince 
« heard that Clone! Brudenell was aboard 
« her at that time. Upon this ſeveral 
« maſters, together with pilots, were di- 
« rected to go ſounding, particularly the 


«maſter of the Barfleur, and of his own 
0 


ſhip the Neptune. On his acquainting 
Sir Edward Hwwke with the ittipracti- 
„ cability of getting the Parfleur in, and 
the maſtets having made their reports 

of the ſoundings, that intention was 
laid aſide as impoſſible. Some days af- 


* 


v ter, he cannot be poſitive, | but believes 
er the firſt council of war, Sir Ed- 


& ward 


— — 


T x47] 
ward Hawke directed the deponent to 


carry in the two Bomb-ketches to try to 


bombard the Fort, the deponent im- 
mediately gave their captains orders to do 
it, and directed the pilot of the Mag- 
nauimè to conduct the Infernal Bomb in, 
and the other to follow. In attempting 
to get in, the pilot ran the Infernal a- 
ground, where ſhe lay ſome conſidera- 
ble time; two row! galleys. ſeeing her 
alone (for ſhe had out ſail'd the other 
Bomb, and was at leaſt two miles from 
her) made to attack the Iufernal; which 
the depanent ' pereciying, haſtened on 
board, and made a ſignal for all boats 
manned and armed to go to her aſſiſtance, 


and went himſelf in the Coventry Fri 


gate; on whichthe galleys retired, af- 


ter having fired a great many ſhot at 


«£114 810i. FILE} 6h 31 | F 15 
When the Bomb was aground, ſhe was 


a. long way without the reach of her 


. ſhells with the greateſt requiſite of pow- 
der, (Which he knows will fly two miles 


and two: thirds) having thrown ſeveral 
which fell ſhort. The Covertry,. in 
attempting to get to the Bomb, ran a- 
ſhore five ſeveral times. After the tide 
had flowed, and the Bomb floated, ſhe 

= | cc got 


[15] 
got under fail again, and worked nearer 
e to Fouras, as near as her draught of 
« water would let her, and thenthrew ſe- 
« yeral ſhells more, none of which did 


*© reach, Ov. E * 


I be reader will pleaſe to compare my 


0 


Evidence with Sir Edward Hawke's, with 
whom I had no Communication, he being 
at ſea, and he'II find them agree in every 
circumſtance. 4 1404 y 51 | | 


1 ſhall now proceed to facts of a ſtrong- 
er nature, to prove the impracticability 
and impoſſibility of carrying any ſhip of 
force to batter Fort Fouras, viz. ſuch as 
the ſoundings taken by Mr. Poulglaſs 
maſter of the Barfteur, now maſter of the 
Maguanime, on the 26th of September 
1257. aff of the entrance of. Rechefart ri- 


ver. 


Fort Fouras S. E. about 2 4 miles, and 
the e f Euett E. three fathoms muddy 


ground. > 


Fert Fouras S. E. f E. and Enctt: Eaſt 
N. a foot leſs, 3 hard groudd. 
. 


Fiori 


[16]. 


Fort Fares S; E. 6 8. | advice" 13 mile 
and Enett E. by N. 4 leſs, 3 fathoms. 


Fort Fouras E. S. E. and the north end 
of Enett on a church on a high point of 
land to the caſtward « on the main, 3 fa⸗ 
thoms. 8 | 

The Fort E. 8. E. kad As ole deb on 
Enett 1 in one with the church on the' main 
23  fathoms, hard ground. n 1 


: e 1 N 1 * — 


The Fort E. 8. E. 1 mile; a Enett 
N. E. "ES 2 fathoms, rockey ground. 


The founh 44 of Euett and the church 
on the main i In re 2 fachoms rockey. 


12 wt Web, E. 8. E. aa Enett N. E. 
3 N. > leſs, 2 Do. ground. 


The Fort E. by S. about 1 mile, and 
the north end of Enett near in one with the 


S. E. and of the Je D' Aix, g fathoms. 


The. Fort E. one mile, and Bnet N. 
N. E. 7 fathoms. 8. bin 5 >: 


And in ſtanding from 3 foot off each 
_ ſhore, 


[ 17 ] 
ſhore, acroſs, the river, or entrance of 
Rochefort, at 3 or a mile from the Fort, had 


but 5, 6, and 7 feet water, the ground 3 in 
the middle ſandy, 


1 do declare the above to be a true ab: 
count to the beſt of E judgment. 


Part, Poul GL Ass. 


Sworn before me) 
19th March 1758, Commiſſioner of Phmouth. | 
Fred Rogers, LY 


The ſoundings were Auch at the Fails 
time by Mr. Morant pilot of the . 
by * of Captain Graves, on the ſhipꝰ 
grounding in 18 feet water between 

e of Aix and Fort Fouras, and at aer 
times alſo by the lieutendiits of the Royal 
William, and other officers, which entire 
17 ly agree with each other. To theſe ſound- 
ings may be added the proof of ocular de- 


monſtration, the ſhoal — ſeen dry every 
low water Gow! more than a mile diſtance 


from Pouras. by at leaſt half the people . a 


the Fleet and Army; inſomuch, that ha 
there been à channel but the breadth of a 
boat we muſt have ſeen, 1 it: I had like to 
have forgot o one circumſtance more, which 
TT chough! 


* - 


+ 
”, 27 


, 
[ 
' 
= 
| 
' 
| 
1 
| 
| 


101 
though only a preſumptive proof, is cor- 
roborated by the others. Theſe were the 


daily tranſactions of the Row boats, which 
came out of the river Charante every tide 


at half flood, and kept failing or rowing 
under the proteEtion of the Fort, and re- 
turned again always about half ebb. Had 
there been even this narrow Channel which 
has been affirmed, where was the neceſſi- 
ty of the Row-boats retreating up the river 
again? If theſe proofs which were known 
to the Commander in chief, had not been 


convincing, doubtleſs he would have ſa- 
tisfied himſelf by ſuch other means as were 


in his power. 


I now come to that part of the charge a- 


gainſt me, which ſays, that Sir Edward 
Hawke having ordered me to carry the 
Bomb-ketches in, that I did, and run them 
aground. The following certificate is an 


unanſwerable contradiction to this par- 


ticular. 


THESE are to certify, that when his 
Majeſty's Bomb-ketch Infernal, under my 
command, was ordered in to batter Fort 


Fouras, Vice Admiral Knowies was not 


on board; nor do I know that ever ke 


was; and that Thierry, the pilot of the 


Magnanime, 


* 


1 19 ] 
Magnanime, had the ſole conducting and 
navigating of her, and ran her aſhore at a 
greater diſtance than F light of Shell from 
the ſaid Fort, and never could get her near 
cnough for the Shells to reach with the 
greateſt quantity of powder. Given un- 
der my hand, on board his Majeſty's Sloop 
Irfernal, the th Day of February 1758. | 


JAMES MACKENZIE. 


As the circumſtance of carrying in the 
Barfleur, and carrying in the Bomb-ketch- 
es, are confounded together, it is proper 
to let the reader know, the firſt happened 
on the 2 5th, and the laſt on the 2gth of Sep- 
tember, and that in neither had Vice-Ad- 
miral Knowles more to do, or farther con- 
cern, than to deliver Sir Edward Hawke's 
orders to thoſe captains who were to exe- 
cute them, and report their anſwers and 
tran: actions, which I did; the reſt lay with 
the Commander j in Chief. | 

| 

Were farther Teſtimony wanting to 
prove that I was not on board the Bomb- 
ketch, Captain Keppe] can atteſt that 1. 
was on ſhore with him in the land of Aix, 
| R with our Glaſſes the bay of 

atclaillen, when the galleys went to at- 


B 2 tack 
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f tack the bomb; and that upon hearing their 0 
guns, I ran immediately to my boat, and 

went on board, and made the ſignal for 

all boats manned and armed, and ſent them 


to the bomb-keatcit's aſſiſtance. 


All theſe 12240 exploits... were per- 
« formed 6% Vice-admiral Knowles, the 
& (ame who it is ſaid adviſed Sir Edward 
© 1} « Hawke wot even to enter into the road of 

| Th gRaſque, /e/t he ſhould be bombarded.” | 

[1 Neither Sir Edward Hawke nor myſelf | 
were acquainted with the road of * | 

but we both well knew the extent and 

diftance neceſſary to anchor fo large a Fleet 

In, and that it was alſo proper, — that 

; Fleet was anchored, that it. ſhould not be 

in the enemy's power to annoy or deſtroy 

the ſhips; and therefore L wrote a Letter 

q 1 to Sir Edward Hawke, and received from 
1 him che arent Anſwer. 501 


| | —_ $3 R, | | 
10 « I am entirely of your opinion, that 
— 18 . © it will be proper to ſend a couple of Cut- 
I «ters a-head of you going in, and for 
; " « one of them to run near about gun-ſhot. 
I”. « of the I/le of: Aix, and if the Fort 
j 1 ©: ſhould fire at her, you will be enabled; 
44 « to judge better: where. to anchor. IL 
| £1 & A e think 
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[ 21 ] 
* think you- cannot ſend a better man on 
this ſervice than Faſp er, who, 1 darg 
ve ſay,” will acquit himſelf in it extremely 


** well. It is certainly very waterial, that 


e the Fleet ſhodld be ſafe where they 


% come to an anchor, that they can't be 


hit by any of the ſhot from the enemy's 
Forts. I moſt therefore deſire you will 
come to, the inſtant you ſhall be in a 
proper birth, for the reſt of the Fleet 
e. to anchor by you. | 


* am, Or. | | 
ED. HAWKE. 


2 This piece of ane 4 caution, which 
it is plain Sir Edward Hawke approved, 

2 candidly conſtrued into fear of 
being bombarded. But I would aſk any 
one acquainted with military operations, 

whether they ever heard of a Generals 

| encamping his army under the command of 
the enemy's cannon? The fame prudence 
is as neceſſary in anchoring a Fleet, and 
-eſpecially when it is encumbered with 2 
number of n 


In anſwer to the charge of my ſending 
away the Pilot deſtined to conduct the 
4 fleet, 
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fleet, Gr. 1 ſhall here recapitulare part 
of my Affidavit at the Court Martial u 
that Subject; and to which tranſaction the 


whole Fleet and Forces were Eye-wit- 
neſles, , 


e The ſignal being given, the depo- 


z nent took his leave about noon of Sir 


& Edward Hawke, and made fail with 
te his diviſion, The Medway, which 
« was a-head by Sir Edward*s Order, to 
« look out for land, about 2 or 3 O'Clock, 
« as near as he could remember, made 
* a ſignal for ſeeing the land, very ſoon 
« after the deponent ſaw it himſelf: and 
cc as his own js. and thoſe of his di- 
ec viſion, were ordered to prepare for the 
« attack, the Lieutenant or Captain came 


to acquaint him the Ship was clear and 


« ready for action; this was about 4 
& o'clock, the wind at that time, and to 
ce the beſt of his remembrance the whole. 
te day, was about N. E. As he looked 
« upon a Ship cleared, and in order for 
tt battle, as a very entertaining ſight, he 


4 deſired Major-General Conway to go 


« down to ſee his Ship between decks: 
« while they were viewing her, one of 
te his Lieutenants came down, ſent by the 
| | ENS Captain 
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| ( 23] 
Captain to acquaint him Captain Keppel 
„ hailed the Ship, and told them there 
« was a French Man of War ſtanding in 
&« for the Fleet; for ſome ſmall ſpace of 
« time the deponent took no notice of it, 
tc thinking it impoſſible the Fleet ſhould 
« not ſee her; a ſecond meſſage was ſent 
© him down to the ſame purpoſe ; he then 
ti went upon deck immediately with Gene- 
« ral Conway, and was ſhewn her by his 
« Captain, when with their Glaſſes they 
c plainly difcovered her to be a two deck. 
« ed Ship; ſhe ſoon. made a private ſignal, 
„ by hoiſting a Jack at her mizzen-top- 
«© maſt-head: The deponent was in doubt, 
«© whether to make a ſignal to any of his 
« diviſion to chace, being ordered on a 
« different ſervice, which he took notice 
« of to General Conway and his Captain. 
He judges he was then at leaſt five miles 
c a- head of Sir Edward Hawke, and the 
te ſhip much nearer to him and his divi- 
0 ſion than ſhe was to Sir Edward Hawke 
« and the reſt of the Fleet; and he 
« plainly faw, if ſome of his diviſion 
«© did not chace her, none of the others 
<« could poſlibly ſee her, fo as to chace 
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[ 24 ] 
her, when night came on. The Mag- 
anime was then about 2 miles to Lee- 
ward of them, upon which he threw 
out her ſignal to chace, and hailed 


Captain Keppel in the Torbay, and di- 


rected him to chace alſo, obſerving at 


the ſame time to General Cœmay and 


his Captain, that if Sir Edward Hawke 


did not approve of what he bad done, 


he would certainly call them in again; 


but inſtead of that, Sir Edward threw 


out their ſignals to chace, by way of 


confirming what he had done, and in 


addition, made the Royal William's 
ſignal, alſo belonging to his diviſion; 
two more ſignals for Ships in che reſt of 


the Fleet were thrown out afterwards, 


but very ſoon recalled, | Early the next 


morning, Sir Edward Hawke ſent the 


« deponent the following order, to take 


10 


cc 
c 


under his command three other ſhips, 


in the room of thoſe three ſhips ſent to 


chace, wiz, 


By 


[ 25 ] 


* Fir Edward Hawke, Knight of 
"the Bath, Admiral of the Blue * 


tron of bis Majeſty Fleet. 


« You are hereby red 
DvzLin, „ and directed to take un- 
BukroRD, * der your command the 
ACHILLES, ec ſhips named in the mar- 
« gin; the Captains of 
* which have my orders to follow your 
* directions; and proceed, without a 
«© moment's loſs of time, to put in execu- 
- tion the orders you received from me 
c yelterday, For which 955 ſhall be your 

Fe « order,” 


t Given under my 
To Charles Knowles, e hand on board his 


Vice Admiral of 
the Red Squadron « Maj jeſty > ſhip Ramil- 


of his Majeſty's oy hes. at ſea, this 211 
Fleet, c September 1757.” 

ED. HAWKE. 
By 1 of the Admiral. 


WY J. HAY, 
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© In obedience to that order, the de- 

ent proceeded with his diviſion with 
all the fail they could carry, to get in, 
and make what land it was: He judges 
it was about ꝙ o'clock when they were 
got within about two miles of the 
land in 11 Fathoms water, very hazy 
thick weather, ſo as the Pilot deſired 
the Ship might be tacked, and laid with 
the head off, till it cleared, ſo as 
he could ſee his marks. Whilſt he was 
laying to, he made a ſignal for the cap- 
tains of his diviſion, and ordered them 
to ſend for their Pilots; no two of 
whom agreed what land it was; their ſe- 
veral Examinations he took down, and 
ſent them to Sir Edward Hawke, who 
by that time was advanced nearer to him 
by 2 or 3 miles than he was before, 
as he, 6 deponent, lay with his 
head off ſhore. In his letter to Sir 
Edward, he acquainted him, that not 
one of the Pilots would take charge to 


lead in, even with a twenty gun Ship; 


if they would, his diviſion ſhould have 
followed her. Soon after his boat went 
away, he made a Signal for ſpeaking + 
with the Admiral, ſeeing he continued 
under Sail, and did not ſtop to take up 

© his 


[ 27 ] 
«© his boat. At the ſame time, he made 
_ « ſail with his diviſion towards him, and 
«« by about 12 joined him; when the de- 
« ponent got on board him, he was ſur- 
« prized to ſee Mr, Keppel on board, and 
« alſo to find the Magnanime and Royal 
« William had joined him again, which 
te the thick weather prevented the de 
«« nent's knowing. Sir Edward Hawke, 
„% upon the deponent's acquainting him 
« with what had happened, (for he thinks 
ic he got on board before his letter) im- 
te mediately ſent for the pilot of the Mag- 
t nanime, at the ſame time telling the de- 
« ponent, he judged what was the mat- 
ic ter, when he {aw him bring to; for his 
6 pilot had refuſed carrying his Ship in. 
« When the pilot of the Magnanime came 
« on board, he immediately told them 
c what land it was, and, after offerin 
&« to carry in the Fleet, returned on board 
« his own ſhip, and led the deponent's 
ee diviſion in, the Admiral and the reſt of 
« the Fleet following. The wind was 
6« pretty freſh all this day, till towards the 
« evening, when about 6 o'clock the tide 
e of Flood being ſpent, the Magnanime 
* made the ſignal to anchor; they were 
© then in the mouth of the Pertuis of An- 
8 fioche. About 8 o'clock, Sir Edward 
Ef | «© Hawke 
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28 
« Hawke made the ſignal for the Fleet to 
« anchor, and they continued working in, 
« and anchored as they came to proper 
« Births all night. Early in the morn- 


« ing of the 22d, the Magnanime made 


* the ſignal, when the deponent weighed 
« with his diviſion, and Sir Edward and 
e the reſt of the Fleet weighed allo; 
« about 110'Clock, it falling calm, the 
ce ſignal was again made to anchor; about 
« 2 or 43 a ſmall breeze ſpringing up 
t weſterly, the Magnanime made the 
s ſignal, and weighed again, and the 
« deponent ran in with his diviſion, till 
« between 9 and 10 o'clock at night, Sir 
« Edward Hawke, and his diviſion, and 
e all the tranſports following, when the 
«4 deponent's diviſion came to an anchor.” 

By this it evidently appears, there were 
but 3 hours time loſt; for at g o'clock in 
the morning, the Pilot refuſed taking 


charge of the ſhips of my diviſion, and at 
12 the Magnanime had joined us again, 
and we proceeded. It likewiſe appears, 
that Sir Edward Hawke repeated thoſe 
ſhips ſignals to chace, which was an ap- 
probation of my conduct, and which he 
confirmed afterwards—more fully, by a 
public declaration in my preſence. In fact, 


it 


[29] 
it cannot ſtrictiy be faid, that one mometit's 
time was loſt by thofe ſhips chacing3 be- 
cauſe if the reader will pleaſe to obſerve, 
the calms we met with afterwards, and 
the'tides, which obliged the Fleet to an- 
chor twice, would equally have delayed 
us, had we been 2 or 3 miles farther to 
windward, which is more than we could 
have gained 3 in thoſe 3 hours, as the wind 
was at N. E. Which is right o out of the 


8 III. 


6s I the firſt place, then though 4 4 
« by no means that high opinion of the French 
« wiſdom and ability which you entertain, 
« and on every occaſion extol ſo highly ; yet 
« do ſuppoſe, that in matters of defence, 
« they conduct themſelves on principles ſi- 
%  milar to thoſe which are adopted by the 
« reſt of mankind... T do ſuppoſe, for in- 
& tance, that when they build a fort, it is 
cc intended either to-off end or defend. Fou- 
« ras was weak to the land; it ſtood at the 
« water's edge to guard the Channel; it 
« food even on a bankthat ran into the wa- 
fer; and as Col. Wolfe, who: ſeems to 
« be the firſt officer who thought of recon- 
t woitring it, tells us, it had 24 embra- 
«-fures. to the water- ſide. What was the 
* ** of this Fort? Was it 2 
*6 Dan 
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[ 30 } 
« bank of ſand, over which ſcarce a Thames 
« wherry could paſs? If the Guns of no 
« Ship whatever could reach the Fort, 
« could the guns of the Fort reach any 


« Ship? According to Mr. Knowles, there 


* was no channel at all, or it lay out of 


« gun ſbot of the Fort. At 2 miles di- 
« ſtance,” the Vice- AdmiraPs maſter found 
& but 6 Feet water at high water; at 
« near 3- miles diſtance, the Bomb-ketch, 
« which drew buf 11 feet water, went a- 
« ground. The Coventry Frigate did the 
« fame farther out than that, and the Bar- 
fleur at a ſtill greater diſtance, Now, 
« tho* after all this delay and hazard to 
« the ſhips, that Admiral thought fit to 


t found and try the depth of the water at 


« A diſtance from the Fort, where no can- 
&« non could reach; yet it is aſtoniſhing to 
« find not a ſingle proof attempted to be 
«. given of the depth of the water near the 
« ſhore, and within gun-ſhot of the Fort. 
Tit impoſſible, then, that the channel, a 
« narrow one, might run in ſhore? Is it nt 
© "demonſtrable, that it did ſo, both from the 
« nature of the thing, and the evidence of 
« thoſe who knew and had navigated it? 
% What ſays Bonneau the Fiſherman, exa- 
« mined by General Conway, and others? 
« There were 4 Fathom (24 Feet) water, 
— 1 cc at 


[ 31 ] 

& at half cannon-ſhot from Fort Fouras, 
« 2 depth ſufficient for a 60 gun ſhip. Now, - 
« though the land-officers did not chuſe to 
« truſt to the intelligence of a Fiſherman 
« for the ſtate of the Portifications at 
« Rochefort; yet it ſeems to be the beſt 
« evidence, as to the depth of the channel, 
« that could have been wiſhed. There was 

the united teſtimony y of Thierry and 
« Bonneau, joined to the reaſon of the. 
« thing, that there muſt be a — with 
« in gun-ſhot of the Fort, though the Ships 
c 22 the entrance of it. might 4 
that though the Vice- Admiral could not 
conduct a Ship to it, there were Cap- 
„ fains in the Fleet, who, it ſeems, f 
« fered it. Captain Col by offered to car- 
* ry in the Princeſs Amelia. How, then, 
r can we unriddle this myſtery + For a 
* myſtery there certainly is. Perhaps it 


« is eaſier to gueſs the ſolution, than to 
ct . it. 


Pu. K 


« From all theſe 8 T a /a ly, 
« it is clear, that Fouras muſt be and 
« Was acceſſible by ſea; that the Board of 
% Officers are therefore juſtified on their 
« report, that the not attacking it by ſea, 

&« appeared to be one of the cauſes of the 
10 "mn ailure of the expedition,” 
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It has ever been a Maxim with the gredt- 
eſt Generals in all ages, not to deſpiſe an 
enemy too much, and by that maxim they 
have ſhewn their wiſdom ; and tho? the 
French do not deſerve, any ſingular praiſe, 


for the erecting Fort Foxras. on the ſpot 


on which it is ſituated, it being rather by 
chance than deſign it was built there; yet 
it has its uſes, both to offend and defend. 
Fouras was the tower of an old Pariſh- 
church; which ſoon. after the foundation 
of Rochefort in 1688, Louis XIVth. pur- 
chaſed of the proprietors, to make a Tour 
de Guarde, for repeating ſignals from the 
Iſles of Oleron and Aix up to Rochefort, 
which is one of its preſent uſes. A Fort 
and Garriſon being eſtabliſhed in the ie 
of Aix, Fouras was found to be the nears. 
eſt and moſt ſecure communication. in all 
weathers with that Iſland ; fo that in pro- 
ceſs of time, barracks and lodgments. were 
built therein, and it was fortified to the 


ſea by aſtrait curtain, and a round Tower 


in the middle, containing 18 Embraſures, 


In which were mounted. but 16 guns, and 


thoſe, in my opinion, not larger than 12 
pounders. It has 4 or 5 more guns in the 


returning angle to the northward; but how 


it is defended on the land- ſide, is unknown 


to me. oY 
This 


| [33] 


This is a true account of the riſe, ſtate 
and condition of that formidable Fort, 
taken before it was reconnditred by Col. 
Male; for I took a draught of it imme- 
diately Sa the ſurrender. of the J/e of 
Aix. From Fburus to Rochefort is but 4 
miles i in, a ſtrait line, the road goed, and 
no, Rivers to! croſs. . Plain principles, 
therefore, ſimilar to thoſe adopted by 
the reſt of mankind, certainly ed the 
French to. fortify . So. convenient ſpot „ 
againſt any deſcent that might be made, 
and not to defend the — into the 
riyer Charante.. For it was demonſtrated by 
the Bomb- ketch, and the ſoundings con- 
firm it, that Ships may paſs and repaſs 
up the River, Charante at a random- ſhot 
diſtance, if not quite out of gun- ſhot of 
that Fort; and it was near high water at 
the time the Coventry; and Ketch ran 
aground, neither of, Which were within 
gun-ſhot. It is proved before, that the 
maſters went a ſounding on the 26th, 
| and this circumſtance of the Bomb- 

ketch's being aground, happened mot he- 
ire the 29th; it is therefore the more 
: aſtoniſhing to find, that this. author ſhould 
alert no attempt had been made to ſound 
* tepth of water near the ſhore, and; 

A My + > within 
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within gun-ſhot of the Fort; becauſe he 
had not been informed of it, when it 
appears by the ſoundings already recited 
from Mr. Poulglaſt, that he had tried the 
depth of water within # of a mile of the 
Fort, and from 3 foot water quite acroſs 
the River. The ſame had likewiſe been. 
done by the Lieutenants of the Roya Mil. 
liam, and other Officers and Pilots who 
all agreed in the ſame ſhoalings. It is 
therefore impoſhble there ſhould be any 
channel, even' a narrow one, and it is 
demonſtrable there was not; both from 
the circumſtances of the thing, and the 
evidence of thoſe Who traverſed it. To 
the truth of this Thierry, the Pilot, would 
now - readily fubſcribe his Teſtimony, 
would I acer it. A Channel, and a 
large one, up the river Charante, no body 
denies. © Firſt rate ſhips are built at Roche- 
ort, and go hp and down that channel, 
but it does not tie near enough to Fort 
PFotrds to batter it with ſhips, 5 let who will 
lay to the em e 
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1 will now eule with the datos: on 
his'own principles, and allow what Bon- 
neau the Fiſherman ſaid to be true, that 
there was 4 fathom | 24. feet] water at half 
cannon-ſhot from the Fort. Even that 
Inn _ circumſtance 


F 35 ] 


circumſtance will not eſtabliſh his Hy 
theſis, © that Fouras was attackable 
acceſſible by ſea.” A cannon-ſhot, moſt 
28 know, will fly upwards of 2 miles, 
jalf cannon-ſhot will be about a mile, 
or more; now, allow at that diſtance, 
or even at half a mile; 24 feet water, 
the tide ordinarily riſes 14 or 15 feet, in 
{pring-tides more, near 20. The Mag- 
nanime drew upwards of 23 feet water, 
the Barfleur near 22: ſappoſe either of 
theſe Ships to have been lightened 2 feet 
and a half, or 3 feet, which is more than 
could well be done with ſafety. Allow 
ſuch Ships then, to get within half a mile 
of the Fort, before they grounded ; ſup- 
poſe them alſo to ſet upright in the mud; 
and every thing to be conducted with the 
reateſt skill, the tide ebbs fifteen feet; 
thoſe ſhips will draw 19 or 20 feet, ſub- 
ſtract either of theſe from the depth of 
the water, 24 feet, at half a mile diſ- 
tance, and there will remain about five 
feet; ſo that a ſpace of fourteen feet in 
theſe ſhips: bottoms, fore ; and aft from 
the water-line downwards, will remain 
dry, and be expoſed to the Fire of the 
Fort until the next high water, when the 
tide muſt e fill them; conſe- 
C2 + quently 
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[ 36 ] 
quently there will be-an end then of 
thoſe ſhips, and ſo of whatever number 


more you make trial. 


Let us examine now what damage ſhips 
at that diſtance can do to a Fort, Sea 
officers will tell you, none; and experi- 


ence in many caſes has proved it. Thus 


far in anſwer to the teſtimony of Bonneau. 
Now let us ſee, how far we can unite the 
teſtimony of Thierry with it. Sir Edward 
Hawke depoſes, foon after the giving me 
orders to have the Barfeur lighten'd, that 
this pilot recollected himſelf, and declared 
that even thus lighten'd the Barfleur could 
not be brought near enough. Add to 
to this Captain Mackenzie's certificate, 
that Thierry had the ſole conducting and 
navigating the Infernat Bomb, which he 
ran aground, and it will be impoffible, 
to unite this with the teſtimony of Bon- 
eau, that there was a channel within gun- 
thot of the Fort. The report of Captain 
Colby's offering to carry in the Princeſs 
Amelia, is a myftery that may be un- 
riddled by a monoſyllable, that may 
be gueſs'd at without explanation. 


Take all the circumſtances together 
that have been mentioned, and it is clear 
F | that 
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that Fort Fouras was not attackable or ac- 
ceſſible by ſea, and therefore the not at- 
tacking it by ſea, was not one of the cau- 
ſes of the failure of the Expedition. I 
have ſaid this not merely to juſtify my 
own conduct, which has been ſo much 
affected by this article, but to evince the 
impoſſibility of the thing itſelf, 


IV. 


« In the poſiſcript it is ſaid, that the 
« Prudente, a French ſhip of 74 20m, 
« with all her flores, &c. on board, eſcaped 
& our fleet by running up to Rochefort, thro 
« that very channel which was not deep 
enough for an Engliſh * 
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This circumſtance of the Prudente = 
running up the Charante juſt before the 
attack of the Je of Aix is here laid hold 
of, as a farther proof of there being a 
channel near Fouras; and by the member 
of parliament is roundly aſſerted, that the 
paſſed within reach of the Fort. The 
ſhort hiſtory of this circumſtance: is as 
follows. The morning after the arrival 
of the Fleet in the road of Baſque, I diſ- 
covered at day-break, a large ſhip of the 
Enemy's — within de e of Aix, on 
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which I went immediately and acquaint- 
ed Sir Edward Hawke, and defired he 
would order a 60 or 70 gun Ship to go 
and anchor to the northward of the 1/ſe 
of Aix, as ſoon as any wind ſprung up, 
lit being then calm] to prevent her get- 
ting out that way, and for ſome other 
ſhip, and a fire ſhip to attack her where 
ſhe lay, while the ſhips of my diviſion 
were battering the Fort of Aix, not a 
prehending the Enemy's ſhip was light- 
en'd, and could have run up the channel. 
On theſe ſervices Sir Edward Hawke de- 
tached Captain Proby, Captain Byron, and 
Captain Barrington; and as ſoon as the 
French man of War ſaw us weigh our 
anchors and get under fail, ſhe immedi- 
ately cut her cables, and run up within 
the river's mouth. Some days after the 
ſurrender of the Iſle of Aix, I received a 
letter from Sir Edward Hawke, of which 
the following is an extract, and which 
ſufficiently contradicts tl the Aſerdion of both 
theſe authors. 


5 I wr 
— „One of el priſoners I 


<< have on board, who belonged to the 


* Prudente, and was put in the Fort, to 
afliſt 
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s affiſt in its defence, informs me, that 
* when the Prudente ran up, ſhe threw 
« over board her guns, and has left a 
* buoy upon them. I would have you 
" order it to be look d for and cut 
* away.“ 


| — I did give orders to Cop- 
tain Graves, who found it, and cut it 
away; and alſo took up one of her an- 
chors and cables. I would only obſerve 
upon this, that if the teſtimony of Bon- 
neau the fiſherman, or any other priſo- 
ner, is to be relied on, why then is not 
the teſtimony of this man to be relied on, 
who. actually belong'd to the ſhip, and 
which was confirmed by finding the 


buoy, and taking up the anchor and 
cable ? 


V. 


61 the ** of the ſame author, 10 2 
anſwer of his military arguments by the 
Officer, (p. 3 5,—6.) is the following paſſage. 
„Did they (meaning the Council of War) 
« ſo much as examine Thierry. the plot, ſent 
te with them by the miniſters gs one on Whoſe 
* .accounts they were to depend, and who at 
* _ time had gun a proof that he deſer- 
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& ved ſome credit, by his conduct before the 

“Fort of Aix, and his knowledge of the 
road? They did not. — now, it 
ſeems, Thierry: is a filly fellow, the Mag- 
© nanime ſewed in the mud before the Fort 
Hof Aix, yet not through the ignorance of 
&« the pilot, but through the ſpirit of her 
© Commander, who, as the French ſaid, 

ce ſeemed to fail into the Fort and take it, 

* without firing a gun. Thierry then bad 
ce not miſcarried in carrying in the Bomb- 
e hetch, and he bad done all which he under- 
e foot before the council to do; he had 
ce brought the Fleet ſafe into the road, when 
e the pilot of the Neptune, and all the 
©© other pilots in the Fleet, had declared 
&* themſelves unable to do it. Yet this Thi- 
ce erry, ſent out with the ſtrongeſt recom= 
e mendations of the government, whoſe con- 
« duct to that moment had merited full cre- 
* dit, was never ſo much as ſent for to their 
wh: Council of Mar; but that very pilot of 
* the Neptune (Admiral Knowles's pilot) 
&« who was ſo ignorant that he did not know 
even the road, and was obliged to he by till 
* Thierry came to carry his ſhip in, was 
* the perſon on whoſe thorough knowledge of 
e every thing relative to Rochefort, 1 
Council of War thought fit to proceed. 


A 
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In anſwer to this charge, which is not 
particulary againſt me, I do declare, that 
Thierry the pilot was often examined by 

the ſea and land officers, ſometimes col- 
lectively, and ſeparately at other times, 
to every circumſtance relating to the ex- 
pedition, as they occurred to them ; par- 
ticularly the night before the council of 
War, to which he was ſummoned, though 
he did not appear ; and all the intelligence 
he could give them they had, during the 
paſſage, and previous to any council of 
War. As to the Pilot of the Neptune, 
it is well known that I never placed any 
confidence in him ; nor did I ever ſuffer 
him to conduct my ſhip, either into the 
road of Baſque, or againſt the Fort, af- 
ter his en his ignorance of the 
land. As to Thierry the pilot, I never 
knew he was recommended by the go- 
vernment, or that any miniſters of the 
government knew there was ſuch a per- 
ſon. I know I mention'd him at the 
Cabinet Council, as one acquainted with 
the French coaſt, his captain having told 
me ſo; and I offered to go down to 
Portſmouth, to take his examination ; but 
the Council reſolved to ſend for him up 
to town. & ruby * 1 BY 

Faun 7 VI. The 
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VI. 


The ſame ſort of charge which has been 

exhibited againſi Mr. Knowles in the prece- 
ding pages, bas been repeated in another 
and, called a vindication of Mr. Pitt, 
by a Member of parhament, p. 30.—. | 


The anſwer already given to the char- 
ges in the other pamphlets, 1 apprehend, 
is a ſufficient refutation of all the particu- 
lars advanced in this, which relates to my 
conduct in the late expedition, excepting 
a ſingle queſtion, which the author calls 
upon me to anſwer. Was Thierry on 
ce board the Barfleur at that time? To 
this I anſwer, I do not know; it is total- 
ly immaterial ; but this I do know, that 
had there been water enough for the Bar- 
fleur, to haye gone down to batter the 
Fort; the pilot Thirry was to have been 
the man to conduct her. The Barfleur 
was not run aground by the unskilfulneſs 
of her pilot, for ſhe was never got under 
fail. She grounded at an anchor where 
ſhe lay : lightening of her for that ſervice 
would have been a work of two days at 
leaſt, as all her proviſions, cables; ſtores, 

and in | thort, every thing but her guns, 
N ammunition, 
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ammunition, and ballaſt, muſt have been 
put aſhore on the Tſe of Aix. This is a 
circumſtance that that worthy author 
ſeems to have been ignorant of ; and du- 
ring this preparation, there would have 
been time enough to have ſent for Thierry 
the pilot, to have carried her in againſt 
the Fort. But it appears by Sir Edward 
Hawke's depoſition, that this able pilot 
had found out his miſtake before I could 
well deliver Sir Edward's orders to Captain 
Graves for that purpoſe. Sir Edward 
Hawke obſerves 5 that he look'd 
upon this propoſal, when the pilot made 
it, as a Gaſconade; and he remembers 
without doubt as well as I do, the pilot's 
expreſſing at the cabinet council, great 
diffidence of the depth of water about 
that Fort, which Mr. Pitt alſo confirms 
in his teſtimony at the Court-martial, 
vi. that nothing was clear about the ta- 


king any place by ſea but the J/e Aix. 


My experience in the attack and de- 
fence of places made me judge, in look- 
ing over the plan, when it was under 
conſideration before the Cabinet-Council, 
that the attack of Fouras was neceſſary 
to the ſucceſs of the expedition, as it ſe- 
cured a ſafe communication with the 

N | Fleet, 
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Fleet, when the troops were landed, and 
therefore I then propoſed the lightening a 
ſhip for that purpoſe. But after the ſur- 
render of the Je of Aix, a favourable 
conjuncture ſeeming to preſent itſelf for 
ſeizing on that Fort, I wrote Sir Edward 
Hawke the following letter. | 


SIR, 


T congratulate you upon this firſt at- 
tempt againſt the enemy; the Fort having 
ſurrendered to the Magnanime and Bar- 
fleur, by the time the Neptune could well 
let go her anchor, and bring her broad- 
fide to paſs; ſo that the honour of the 
day is entirely owing to Captain Howe, 
and Captain Graves; the number killed 
and wounded is very trifling, but you will 
receive the particulars as ſoon as I can 
get them. If you do not intend to come 
up this evening, if you will pleaſe to 
make my ſignal, I will endeavour to come 
up to you, to receive your further com- 
mands, for I think we ſhould ſtrike while 
the Iron is hot. 
l J am, &c. 


During the paſſage, I fitted all the 8 
long- boats in the Fleet with ſmall guns 
in 
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in their bows, got the carriages and can- 
non ready for landing at a moment's war- 
ning, anddid every that thing was in my 
powerito inſure the ſucceſs of the expedi- 
tion, inſomuch that it was never ſuggeſted, 
nor even whiſpered, that there was any 
backwardneſs in me. It was my ſtation 
to obey, I did not command. 

Let the reader lay theſe ſeveral Facts 

ether which have been related, and 
notwithſtanding the pains that have been 
taken to make the public believe, that I 
greatly contributed to the failure of the 
Expedition, he will find, that I had, and 
could have no other ſhare i in its execution, 
than in conveying the orders I received 
from Sir Edward Hawke, and ſeeing them 
obeyed by the proper Officers. . Was the 
Caſe as it has been repreſented i in theſe 
anonymous libels; was Vice-Admiral 
Knowles the cauſe of laying aſide the at- 
tack on Fort Fouras; the concluſion to be 
drawn from it muſt be, that the Com- 
manders in Chief, and other members 
of the Council of War, were all deter- 
mined by the Vice-Admiral, and had no 
judgment of their own whereon to found 
their opinion: It muſt ſuppoſe Sir Ed- 
war! Hawke to have laid down the Com- 
mand, and delegated it to Mr. Knowles ; 

it 
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it muſt ſuppoſe 1 Knowles to have ben 
guided by opinion, without any experi- 
ments; and it muſt, in the end, arraign 
the juſtice and wiſdom of the aumini- 
ſtration, for not bringing him to juſtice 
for ſuch a notorious breach of duty, and 
for their choice of Officers ſo n for 
ſuch a command. 


I aid at the Court-martial on Sir Jahn 
Mordaunt, that if I knew of any cowardice' 
or treachery in the execution of this en- 
terprize, that I would declare it openly ; 


and I added, that I hoped, if any one 


could charge me with being guilty of 
either, that he would do it, in order that 
I might be brought to juſtice. Theſe 
words, and many others which I ſpoke, 
and thought eſſential, are omitted in'the 
printed proceedings 'of the Court-mar- 
tial. This was a declaration, however, 
which betrayed neither Guilt nor Fear ; 


and I repeat it here, to ſhew that I ought 


to be acquitted of both; or, as it is never 
too late to bring Criminals to juſtice, that 
I ought to undergo a.public trial, and if 
Guilty, a publick condemnation. My 
Commander in Chief, has never ſo much 
as accuſed me of negle& or breach of 
_ and he is not only the propereſt 
judge. 
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judge of my behaviour, but the proper 
perſon, if he diſapproved it, to bring me 


to a trial to anſwer his accuſation, 


Hard, indeed, is my fate, to ſtand 
exculpated in the opinion of my ſuperior 
officer, who ſaw my conduct, and under 
whoſe command I ated, and yet to be 
ſingled out as the only flag on that expe- 
dition left unemployed in a time of war : 
And this after Forty one Years conſtant 
and faithful Service in the Navy. 


CHARLES KNOWLES. 
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